
Binary Options Contracts: Understanding Early Exit and 
Resale Mechanisms 
I. Introduction: Binary Options and the Question of Resale 
A. Defining Binary Options 

Binary options are a type of financial derivative contract characterized by their simple, 
all-or-nothing payout structure.1 These contracts depend on the outcome of a 
straightforward 'yes' or 'no' proposition concerning the future price movement of an 
underlying asset—such as a stock, currency pair, commodity, or index—within a 
strictly defined timeframe.1 If the trader's prediction about the asset's price relative to 
a specific level (the strike price) at the moment of expiration proves correct, they 
receive a predetermined fixed payout.1 Conversely, if the prediction is incorrect, the 
trader typically loses their entire initial investment.1 This binary outcome—either a 
fixed profit or a total loss of the staked amount—is the defining feature of these 
instruments.8 
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B. The User's Core Question: Exiting Before Expiration 

A fundamental question for participants in the binary options market is whether it is 
possible to "resale" or exit a contract before its scheduled expiration time.7 This 
inquiry moves beyond the basic premise of holding the contract until its 
predetermined end and delves into the possibility of liquidating an open position 
mid-trade. It is crucial to understand that the ability to exit a binary option early is not 
a universal feature; it depends significantly on the specific trading platform being 
used and the regulatory framework under which it operates.3 

C. Importance for Traders 

The capacity (or lack thereof) to exit a binary option position before expiration has 
profound implications for traders. It directly impacts risk management capabilities, 
potential profit-taking strategies, and the overall tactical approach to trading these 
instruments.3 An early exit mechanism allows traders to react to changing market 
conditions during the contract's lifespan, potentially securing partial profits or 
mitigating losses, rather than being locked into the fixed outcome determined solely 
at expiry.3 Understanding these mechanisms is therefore essential for anyone 
considering trading binary options. 
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This report will provide a comprehensive analysis of the possibility of reselling or 
exiting binary options contracts prior to expiration. It will begin by detailing the 
fundamental mechanics and characteristics of binary options, contrasting them with 
traditional options. Subsequently, it will explore the concept of early exit, examining 
the motivations behind it and how it alters the nature of the binary contract. A 
comparative analysis of how different platform types (regulated exchanges vs. OTC 
brokers) handle early exits will follow, including a detailed table summarizing key 
differences. The report will then delve into the critical regulatory landscape 
surrounding binary options, highlighting the pervasive risks of fraud, particularly in the 
unregulated offshore market. Finally, it will discuss the practical implications for 
traders considering early exit strategies and conclude with a direct answer to the core 
question, coupled with strong cautionary advice regarding the high-risk nature of 
these products. 

II. Understanding Binary Option Contracts: Mechanics and Key 
Characteristics 
A. The Binary Proposition 

At its core, a binary option contract poses a simple question: Will the price of a 
specific underlying asset be above or below a predetermined price level (the strike 
price) at a specific future point in time (the expiration time)?.1 Traders place their 
wager based on their prediction of the answer being 'yes' or 'no'.2 The key 
components defining each contract are: 

● Underlying Asset: This can be diverse, ranging from major stock indices (like the 
S&P 500), foreign currency pairs (forex, e.g., EUR/USD), commodities (like gold or 
crude oil), individual stocks, or even specific economic events (e.g., jobless claims 
reports).5 

● Strike Price: The specific price level that determines whether the option expires 
in-the-money or out-of-the-money.3 It is the threshold against which the 
underlying asset's price is compared at expiration. 

● Expiration Time: This defines the contract's lifespan. Binary options are typically 
short-term instruments, with expirations ranging from as little as five minutes or 
even seconds, up to an hour, daily, or weekly.1 

B. Settlement and Payout 

The settlement of a binary option is automatic at the moment of expiration.1 If the 
condition specified in the contract (e.g., price above strike) is met, the option expires 
"in-the-money," and the trader receives a fixed payout. On regulated U.S. exchanges 



like Nadex, this payout is typically $100 per contract.2 For trades placed on these 
exchanges, the initial cost of the option (ranging from $0 to $100) determines the 
profit (Payout - Cost) or loss (Cost).3 On many Over-the-Counter (OTC) platforms, 
particularly those based offshore, the payout is often expressed as a percentage (e.g., 
70-90%) of the amount invested.1 If the condition is not met at expiration, the option 
expires "out-of-the-money," and the trader receives nothing, losing their entire initial 
investment.1 There is no middle ground or partial payout at expiration in the standard 
binary option structure.1 

C. Key Differences from Traditional (Vanilla) Options 

Binary options differ significantly from traditional options (often called vanilla options) 
in several key aspects: 

● Ownership Potential: Binary options do not grant the holder any rights or 
potential to own the underlying asset itself.1 They are purely speculative contracts 
on price movement. Vanilla options, conversely, provide the right (but not the 
obligation) to buy (call) or sell (put) the underlying asset, potentially leading to 
ownership or a short position.1 

● Risk/Reward Profile: Binary options are defined by their fixed maximum profit 
and loss, which are known before entering the trade.1 The potential gain is capped 
at the predetermined payout amount, and the maximum loss is limited to the 
initial investment.13 Vanilla options also have a fixed maximum risk for the buyer 
(the premium paid), but their profit potential is theoretically unlimited (for calls) or 
substantial (for puts) depending on how far the underlying asset's price moves 
favorably.1 

● Complexity and Variables: Binary options are often presented as simpler 
instruments, focusing solely on the direction of price movement relative to the 
strike price at expiry.4 Traditional options trading involves a deeper understanding 
of factors like strike price, time decay (Theta), implied volatility (Vega), and the 
rate of change in the option's price relative to the underlying (Delta), collectively 
known as the "Greeks".13 

● Regulation and Trading Venues: While vanilla options predominantly trade on 
highly regulated exchanges adhering to strict market rules 1, binary options have a 
more fragmented regulatory landscape. In the U.S., they are legal only when 
traded on specific regulated exchanges.27 However, a significant portion of binary 
options trading globally occurs through online platforms, many of which are 
unregulated or poorly regulated, often based offshore, increasing the risk of fraud 
and unfair practices.1 



D. The Nature of Binary Option "Simplicity" 

While often marketed for their simplicity 4, the straightforward 'yes/no' structure of 
binary options 1 can obscure significant underlying risks and complexities. The ease of 
understanding the basic bet does not necessarily translate into ease of profitable 
trading or navigating the associated hazards. Factors such as extremely short 
expiration times demand rapid and accurate predictions, which is notoriously difficult 
even for experienced traders.16 The integrity of the trading platform is paramount, 
especially when dealing with OTC brokers who often act as the direct counterparty to 
the trade, creating potential conflicts of interest.2 Furthermore, the inherent statistical 
structure, often with payouts less than 100% for wins versus a 100% loss for incorrect 
predictions, creates an unfavorable risk-reward dynamic often likened to gambling, 
where the "house" (the broker) has an edge.2 This makes achieving consistent 
profitability a substantial challenge.16 

Moreover, the introduction of features like early closure, where available, adds another 
layer of complexity. It requires traders to assess dynamic pricing based on real-time 
market conditions, including factors like underlying price movement, time remaining 
until expiration, and potentially volatility.3 This moves the instrument away from a 
purely fixed outcome determined only at expiry and demands more sophisticated 
analysis and active management from the trader. Therefore, the apparent simplicity 
largely pertains to the initial wager structure and can mislead inexperienced 
participants about the actual difficulties and substantial risks involved in trading 
binary options effectively and safely. 

III. The Concept of Early Exit and "Resale" in Binary Options 
A. Defining "Resale" in Context 

The term "resale" in the context of binary options requires careful clarification. Unlike 
traditional assets or even some derivatives where one might sell an owned contract to 
another independent market participant in a secondary market, this is generally not 
how early exit functions for most binary options. The exception is found on specific 
regulated exchanges, such as Nadex, where contracts are indeed traded between 
participants.3 For the majority of platforms, particularly OTC brokers, "resale" 
translates to closing the existing position directly with the broker or platform that 
initially issued the contract, assuming such a feature is offered.4 This distinction is 
critical because it involves settling with the counterparty rather than trading in an 
open market. 

B. Early Exit / Closing a Position 



Early exit, or closing a position early, refers specifically to the action of liquidating an 
open binary option contract before its originally scheduled expiration time.1 This 
means the trader actively intervenes to terminate the contract based on its current 
market value or platform-offered price, rather than passively waiting for the automatic 
settlement at expiry. 

C. Trader Motivations 

Traders typically seek to exit a binary option position early for two primary reasons, 
both rooted in active risk and reward management: 

1. Locking in Profits: If a trade has moved favorably and the contract is currently 
"in-the-money" (i.e., its market price reflects a likely win at expiry), a trader might 
choose to close the position early to secure a guaranteed, albeit potentially 
smaller, profit.2 This protects the accrued gains from potential adverse market 
movements that could occur before the contract expires. 

2. Mitigating Losses: Conversely, if a trade is moving against the trader's 
prediction and the contract is "out-of-the-money," exiting early might allow the 
trader to recoup a portion of their initial investment.2 This is preferable to holding 
the position until expiration and facing a certain total loss of the invested capital. 

D. How Early Exit Alters the Binary Nature 

The defining characteristic of a standard binary option is its fixed, dichotomous 
outcome—a specific payout or zero—determined solely at the precise moment of 
expiration.1 The introduction and availability of an early exit mechanism fundamentally 
alters this characteristic. When a position is closed before expiration, the outcome is 
no longer fixed at either the full potential profit or total loss. Instead, the result 
becomes variable, dependent on the market conditions and the contract's price at the 
time of exit.3 

On platforms that facilitate early exit through market trading, like Nadex, the 
contract's price fluctuates continuously between $0 and $100 during its lifetime, 
reflecting the changing probability of a successful outcome, the underlying asset's 
price movements, and the diminishing time value.2 An early exit occurs at this 
fluctuating market price, potentially resulting in partial profits or partial losses relative 
to the initial investment.2 

This transforms the binary option from a pure "bet on the final state at expiry" into a 
tradable instrument whose value is path-dependent throughout its duration. It 
requires traders to actively monitor and manage their positions based on evolving 
market dynamics, rather than simply placing a bet and waiting passively for the 



predetermined expiry time. Consequently, if the early exit option is utilized, the 
outcome is no longer strictly binary (0 or 100), contradicting the core "fixed outcome" 
concept often emphasized in marketing materials and demanding a more dynamic 
trading approach. 

IV. Platform Mechanisms for Early Exit: A Comparative Analysis 
The ability to exit a binary option contract before its expiration, and the way this is 
achieved, varies dramatically depending on the type of platform used for trading. 
Understanding these differences is crucial due to their significant implications for 
transparency, pricing fairness, and risk. 

A. Regulated Exchanges (e.g., Nadex): True Secondary Market Trading 

On regulated U.S. exchanges like the North American Derivatives Exchange (Nadex), 
binary options operate within a framework that facilitates genuine secondary market 
trading between participants.3 

● Mechanism: Early exit is achieved by placing an order that opposes the initial 
position.7 If a trader initially bought a contract, they would place a sell order to 
close the position. If they initially sold a contract, they would place a buy order to 
close. This trade occurs between market participants, not directly with the 
exchange as the counterparty.3 

● Pricing: The price at which an early exit occurs is determined by the prevailing 
bid and ask prices in the market for that specific contract.2 These prices 
constantly fluctuate between $0 and $100, driven by supply and demand among 
traders. Factors influencing these prices include the underlying asset's price 
movement relative to the strike, the time remaining until expiration, and the 
market's perceived probability of the contract finishing in-the-money.3 

● Process: Nadex provides tools to facilitate early closure. Traders can click on an 
open position to bring up a pre-populated order ticket for the opposing trade.12 
They can choose to place a market order (to exit immediately at the best available 
price) or a limit order (to specify a desired exit price, aiming for a particular profit 
target or loss limit).12 Dedicated 'Close' buttons may also be available on the 
platform interface.32 

● Example: A trader buys a contract at an offer price of $44.50. If the market 
moves favorably and the bid price for that contract rises to $60, the trader can 
place a sell order at the bid price to close the position before expiration, locking 
in a profit of $15.50 ($60 - $44.50), less any applicable exchange fees.3 Similarly, 
if the market moves adversely and the bid price drops to $30, the trader could 
sell at $30 to limit the loss to $14.50 ($30 - $44.50), rather than risking the full 



$44.50 loss at expiration.3 

B. Over-the-Counter (OTC) Brokers: The "Early Close" Feature 

Many binary options platforms, especially those operating offshore and often 
unregulated, function as Over-the-Counter (OTC) brokers. If these platforms offer an 
early exit capability, it typically manifests as an "early close" feature rather than true 
secondary market trading.4 

● Mechanism: This is not trading between users. Instead, the trader closes their 
position directly with the broker.11 Since the broker is usually the counterparty to 
the original trade (meaning they take the opposite side of the client's bet), this 
feature involves settling the contract prematurely with the entity that stands to 
gain if the trader loses.2 

● Pricing: The price offered for an early close is calculated by the broker's own 
platform and algorithms.4 This process often lacks transparency. The offered price 
might provide a significantly reduced payout compared to the potential full profit 
if held to expiry (for winning trades) or a smaller-than-expected refund (for losing 
trades).1 The terms can be less favorable than those determined by open market 
dynamics. Platforms like IQ Option have been mentioned as offering such 
features.11 

● Availability & Terms: The availability and rules governing the early close feature 
are highly variable and depend entirely on the broker's policies.4 Some brokers 
may not offer it at all. Those that do frequently impose restrictions, such as 
allowing early close only when the position is profitable (to lock in a partial profit) 
or only when unprofitable (to cut losses partially), or prohibiting closure within a 
certain timeframe (e.g., the last 5 minutes) before expiration.11 Traders must 
carefully scrutinize the broker's terms and conditions. 

● Risk: Using this feature relies heavily on the broker's platform functioning fairly 
and accurately. With unregulated or poorly regulated brokers, there is a 
significant risk of manipulation, unfavorable pricing, or technical issues preventing 
timely closure.2 

C. Platforms Without Early Exit Capability 

It is important to note that not all platforms offering binary options permit early 
closure. 

● Examples: Notably, binary options traded on the Cboe Options Exchange and the 
event futures contracts offered by the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME), 
which operate similarly to binary options, explicitly do not allow traders to exit 
their positions before the contract's expiration.3 Once a trade is initiated on these 



platforms, the trader is committed to holding it until the final settlement 
determines the outcome (win or loss). Blockchain-based platforms like Synthetix 
have different models where issued option tokens might be tradable OTC after an 
initial bidding phase, representing a distinct structure.34 

● Implication: On platforms without early exit, the binary option adheres strictly to 
its original definition: a fixed bet on the outcome solely at expiration. Risk 
management is confined to the initial decision-making process—choosing the 
right contract, strike price, expiration, and position size—as no adjustments can 
be made mid-trade. 

D. Platform Type and Its Critical Importance for Early Exit 

The ability to close a binary option position before expiration varies significantly 
across platforms.3 Crucially, the underlying mechanism—whether it's peer-to-peer 
trading on a regulated exchange or a feature offered directly by an OTC 
broker—carries fundamentally different implications for fairness, transparency, 
pricing, and risk. Treating "early exit" as a uniform feature across all platform types 
can be misleading and potentially hazardous for traders. 

Regulated exchanges like Nadex foster an environment where users trade against 
each other, with prices determined by market supply and demand.3 The exchange acts 
as an intermediary, and importantly, trades are typically guaranteed by a central 
clearinghouse, which significantly mitigates counterparty risk.5 This structure 
supports transparent price discovery and a functional secondary market for the 
contracts before they expire. 

In contrast, OTC brokers frequently operate as the direct counterparty to their clients' 
trades.2 In this model, an "early close" feature means settling the contract directly 
with the entity whose financial interests may be opposed to the trader's success. The 
pricing for such early closures is determined by the broker's proprietary algorithms, 
lacking the transparency of an open market's bid-ask dynamics and potentially 
influenced by the inherent conflict of interest.4 Regulatory oversight, which mandates 
certain standards of fairness and transparency on designated exchanges 5, is often 
weak or entirely absent in the offshore OTC binary options space.2 Therefore, the type 
of platform and its regulatory status are primary determinants of the nature, reliability, 
and fairness of any available early exit mechanism. 

E. Comparison Table: Early Exit Features Across Platform Types 

To provide a clear overview, the following table compares the typical characteristics 



of early exit features across different platform types: 

Feature Regulated 
Exchange (e.g., 
Nadex) 

OTC Broker 
(Variable) 

No Early Exit 
Platform (e.g., 
CBOE/CME Event 
Futures) 

Availability Standard Feature Varies (Check T&Cs); 
Often Restricted 

Not Available 

Mechanism Peer-to-Peer Trading 
(Opposing Order) 

Broker-Offered 
Feature (Settlement 
w/ Broker) 

N/A 

Pricing Market-Driven 
(Bid/Ask Spread) 

Broker-Calculated 
(Often 
Opaque/Unfavorable) 

N/A 

Transparency High Low to Moderate N/A 

Counterparty Other Traders 
(Cleared by 
Exchange) 

Typically the Broker N/A 

Flexibility High (Market/Limit 
Orders for Exit) 

Limited by Broker 
Rules & Restrictions 

None 

Associated Risk 
Profile 

Market Risk Market Risk + High 
Counterparty/Platfor
m Risk 

Market Risk (Locked 
In Until Expiry) 

Source: Synthesized from 2 

This comparison highlights the significant differences traders face depending on their 
chosen platform. The regulated exchange model generally offers greater transparency 
and reduced counterparty risk for early exits, whereas the OTC model introduces 
substantial dependency on the broker's potentially conflicting interests and opaque 
practices. 

V. Regulatory Landscape, Fraud, and Associated Risks 
The environment surrounding binary options trading is marked by stark regulatory 



divergence and significant risks, particularly concerning fraud. 

A. The Regulatory Divide: US vs. International vs. Unregulated 

● United States: Binary options trading is legal but strictly regulated. It is 
permissible only when conducted on exchanges designated as contract markets 
(DCMs) by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) or registered as 
securities exchanges with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).1 
Prominent examples of regulated venues include Nadex, Cboe Options Exchange 
(for specific listed binary options), and CME Group (offering similar 'event 
futures').1 Trading binary options outside of these regulated exchanges is illegal 
for U.S. citizens.27 

● Europe, UK, Australia: Major regulatory bodies in these jurisdictions, including 
the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), the UK's Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA), and the Australian Securities & Investments Commission 
(ASIC), have taken strong action against binary options for retail investors.2 Citing 
significant investor protection concerns due to complexity, lack of transparency, 
structural expected negative returns, conflicts of interest, and aggressive 
marketing, ESMA implemented a Union-wide prohibition on the marketing, 
distribution, or sale of binary options to retail clients starting in 2018.36 Similar 
bans or severe restrictions have been adopted or maintained by the UK and 
Australia.2 

● Unregulated Offshore Platforms: A vast ecosystem of online binary options 
platforms operates globally, often registered in jurisdictions with minimal 
regulatory oversight.1 These entities frequently solicit customers internationally, 
including illegally targeting residents in regulated or restricted areas like the US 
and EU.27 They typically do not comply with the stringent requirements imposed 
by regulators in major financial markets.10 

B. Rampant Fraud and Investor Complaints 

Regulatory authorities worldwide (CFTC, SEC, ESMA, IOSCO) have issued numerous 
alerts and warnings regarding widespread fraudulent activities associated with online 
binary options trading platforms.2 The FBI has estimated that binary options scams 
cost victims billions of dollars annually.2 Common fraudulent practices reported by 
investors include 10: 

● Refusal to credit customer accounts or honor withdrawal requests. 
● Outright theft of deposited funds. 
● Identity theft through the collection of sensitive personal and financial data. 
● Manipulation of the trading software to ensure customer losses (e.g., altering 



price feeds or arbitrarily extending expiration times on winning trades until they 
become losses). 

● Misleading advertising, often promising unrealistic returns. 
● Charging undisclosed fees. 
● Use of fake celebrity endorsements or testimonials.2 

C. Risks Magnified in OTC/Unregulated Space 

The risks inherent in binary options trading are significantly amplified when dealing 
with unregulated or offshore OTC brokers: 

● Counterparty Risk & Conflict of Interest: The broker is typically the direct 
counterparty, meaning they profit directly from client losses.2 This creates a 
fundamental conflict of interest that can incentivize unfair practices. 

● Lack of Transparency: Pricing mechanisms (including for early close), trade 
execution algorithms, and fee structures can be opaque and difficult for clients to 
verify.4 

● Platform Manipulation: The risk of the platform's software being rigged to 
disadvantage traders is a documented concern.20 

● Asset Security: Client funds may not be held in segregated accounts or 
adequately protected, making withdrawals difficult or impossible, and putting 
funds at risk if the platform becomes insolvent or simply disappears.27 

● Limited Legal Recourse: Investors who fall victim to fraud by offshore, 
unregulated entities often find it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to recover 
their funds through legal channels.27 

D. Importance of Verification 

Given these substantial risks, it is absolutely critical for potential traders to verify the 
registration and regulatory status of any binary options platform before depositing 
funds or engaging in trading.10 In the U.S., this means checking if the platform is 
registered with the CFTC as a DCM or with the SEC as an exchange.15 The CFTC 
maintains a RED (Registration Deficient) List identifying entities operating without 
required registration, which should be avoided.28 Trading only through properly 
regulated entities provides access to the safeguards embedded in federal securities 
and commodities laws, which are absent when dealing with unregistered firms.27 

E. Regulation as the Enabler of Fair Early Exit 

The existence of a reliable and fair mechanism for exiting a binary option position 
before expiration is intrinsically linked to the regulatory environment governing the 
trading platform. Robust regulation, such as that enforced by the CFTC and SEC in the 



US, mandates transparency, fair dealing, and risk mitigation structures like central 
clearinghouses.5 These requirements foster market structures, like regulated 
exchanges (e.g., Nadex), where transparent, market-driven pricing and peer-to-peer 
trading make a functional secondary market for contracts feasible before expiry.3 This 
structure supports fair and transparent early exit opportunities. 

In contrast, the largely unregulated offshore OTC binary options market often lacks 
these mandates. Platforms frequently operate as direct counterparties with inherent 
conflicts of interest, allowing for opaque pricing, potential platform manipulation, and 
unreliable or disadvantageous early exit features.2 The widespread regulatory bans 
and warnings in major jurisdictions like the EU, UK, and Australia reflect a 
determination by regulators that, without strong oversight, the risks associated with 
these products—including those related to platform practices and exit 
mechanisms—are often deemed unacceptably high for retail investors.2 Therefore, the 
regulatory status of the platform emerges as the primary determinant of whether a 
trustworthy and functional early exit mechanism exists. 

VI. Practical Implications for Traders Considering Early Exit 
Utilizing an early exit feature, where available and reliable, introduces several practical 
considerations for binary options traders. 

A. Impact on Fixed Risk/Reward 

The defining characteristic of a binary option held to expiration is its fixed, 
predetermined risk and reward.1 Choosing to exit early fundamentally changes this. 
The outcome is no longer a guaranteed full payout or total loss of investment. Instead, 
the profit or loss becomes variable, determined by the price at which the position is 
closed before expiration.3 This means traders can realize partial profits or incur partial 
losses, deviating from the strict binary outcome. 

B. Factors Influencing Early Exit Price (on Exchanges) 

On regulated exchanges like Nadex where early exit involves trading in a secondary 
market, the price of a binary option contract before expiration is influenced by several 
dynamic factors: 

● Underlying Asset Price Movement: This is the most significant driver. As the 
price of the underlying asset moves closer to satisfying the option's condition 
(e.g., moving above the strike price for a purchased call), the option's market 
price tends to increase towards $100. Conversely, as the underlying moves away 
from the condition, the price tends towards $0.3 



● Time to Expiration (Time Decay / Theta): Binary options are decaying assets. 
As the expiration time approaches, the "time value" component of the option's 
price diminishes.26 The price converges more rapidly towards either $100 (if likely 
to expire in-the-money) or $0 (if likely to expire out-of-the-money).3 There is less 
time left for the market to move favorably. 

● Implied Volatility (Vega): Market volatility reflects the expected magnitude of 
future price swings. Higher implied volatility can increase the price of an option, 
particularly one that is out-of-the-money, as it suggests a greater possibility of a 
significant price move occurring before expiration.24 However, the impact of vega 
is generally less pronounced for the very short-term expirations common in 
binary options compared to longer-dated traditional options. Binary option values 
can become extremely sensitive to small price changes (highly volatile) when the 
underlying price is very close to the strike price near expiration.24 

● Bid/Ask Spread: This is the difference between the highest price buyers are 
willing to pay (bid) and the lowest price sellers are willing to accept (ask) for the 
contract at any given moment.2 When exiting a position using a market order, a 
trader effectively "crosses the spread," incurring an implicit cost. The width of the 
spread depends on the contract's liquidity (trading volume and open interest). 

C. Strategic Considerations 

The ability to exit early opens up strategic possibilities but also demands careful 
consideration: 

● Profit Taking: In volatile markets, securing a profit early can be prudent if there's 
a risk of the market reversing before the contract expires.3 

● Loss Cutting: Exiting a losing trade early is a crucial risk management technique, 
allowing traders to salvage some capital when their initial forecast proves 
incorrect, rather than losing the entire investment.3 

● Strategy Alignment: Certain trading strategies inherently rely on the ability to 
exit before expiration. For example, traders reacting to news releases or 
employing very short-term scalping techniques may need to close positions 
quickly rather than holding until a fixed expiry.11 More complex strategies, like 
strangles (buying an out-of-the-money option and selling an in-the-money 
option simultaneously), might involve setting limit orders specifically to capture 
profits via early exit if the market moves significantly.44 

● Cost vs. Benefit Analysis: The decision to exit early requires weighing the 
certainty of a partial profit or loss against the uncertain, but potentially larger, 
outcome at expiration. Transaction costs or fees associated with closing the trade 
must also be factored into this calculation.3 



D. Early Close on OTC Platforms - Added Caution 

If utilizing an OTC platform that offers an "early close" feature, traders must exercise 
extreme caution.4 It is imperative to understand the specific terms and conditions 
governing this feature, including any restrictions on its use (time-based or profit/loss 
based).11 Furthermore, the fairness of the price calculation method employed by the 
broker should be critically assessed, as it may be designed to be disadvantageous 
compared to the contract's theoretical or market value, especially given the potential 
conflict of interest when the broker is the counterparty.4 

E. Early Exit Demands Active Management 

While the basic premise of a binary option—placing a bet and waiting for a fixed 
outcome at expiry 1—might suggest a passive, "set and forget" approach, the 
availability of an early exit feature fundamentally shifts the required trading style 
towards active position management. Market conditions, underlying asset prices, and 
the option's time value constantly change before expiration, causing the contract's 
market price (on exchanges) or potential early close value to fluctuate.3 

Deciding whether to hold to expiration or close early requires continuous evaluation of 
the position's current risk/reward profile as market conditions and time evolve.12 
Traders must constantly ask themselves if they would initiate the same position at the 
current price or if exiting is now the more prudent action.12 This assessment process 
necessitates active monitoring, ongoing analysis, and strategic decision-making, 
contrasting sharply with simply waiting for the fixed expiry outcome. It demands a 
level of skill, attention, and strategic adaptability more akin to traditional forms of 
active trading than the basic binary proposition might imply. 

VII. Conclusion: Resale Possibility and Overarching Caution 
A. Direct Answer 

Yes, it is possible to exit binary option contracts before their scheduled expiration 
time. However, the term "resale" accurately describes this process primarily on 
regulated exchanges, such as Nadex in the U.S., where contracts are traded between 
market participants in a secondary market environment.3 On many Over-the-Counter 
(OTC) platforms, particularly those operating offshore, early exit takes the form of an 
"early close" feature, if offered at all. This involves settling the contract directly with 
the broker, operates under different mechanics, and carries significantly higher risks 
associated with platform integrity and pricing fairness.4 Furthermore, some platforms, 
including those offering Cboe-listed binary options and CME event futures, explicitly 



do not permit any form of early exit; positions must be held until expiration.3 

B. Summary of Mechanisms 

The mechanism for early exit dictates its reliability and fairness. On regulated 
exchanges, it involves placing an opposing order (buy to close a short position, sell to 
close a long position) at a market-determined bid or ask price, facilitated by the 
exchange infrastructure.7 On OTC platforms offering the feature, it involves accepting 
a price calculated and offered by the broker, often lacking transparency and 
potentially subject to unfavorable terms or restrictions.4 

C. Reiteration of Critical Risks 

It cannot be overstated that binary options are extremely high-risk, speculative 
instruments.2 This risk is magnified exponentially when dealing with unregulated 
offshore platforms, which are plagued by widespread fraud, lack of transparency, 
potential manipulation, and difficulties in recovering funds.2 Numerous global 
regulators have issued strong warnings or outright banned the sale of these products 
to retail investors due to the significant potential for harm.2 The all-or-nothing payout 
structure, often combined with payouts below 100% for winning trades, creates 
unfavorable odds, leading many authorities and experts to compare binary options 
trading to gambling rather than investing.2 

D. Final Recommendation 

Extreme caution is advised for anyone considering trading binary options. The 
possibility of early exit, while potentially useful for risk management on reliable 
platforms, does not mitigate the fundamental risks associated with these products. 
Potential traders should: 

1. Prioritize Regulation: Strongly consider trading only through properly regulated 
exchanges in their jurisdiction, such as CFTC-designated contract markets or 
SEC-regulated exchanges in the U.S..15 Verify the platform's registration status 
independently. 

2. Avoid Unregulated Platforms: Steer clear of offshore, unregulated brokers due 
to the high prevalence of fraud and lack of investor protection.28 Be wary of 
unsolicited offers and unrealistic promises of high returns. 

3. Understand Platform Mechanics: Thoroughly investigate and understand the 
specific rules of any platform being considered, paying close attention to how (or 
if) early exits are handled, including any associated fees, restrictions, and pricing 
mechanisms.4 

4. Recognize the Risk: Treat binary options as highly speculative instruments with a 



significant risk of losing the entire invested capital.5 Never invest money that 
cannot be afforded to lose. 

5. Beware of Scams: Do not engage with individuals or entities claiming to trade on 
another's behalf or guaranteeing profits.15 Trade your own account on a regulated 
platform. 

In summary, while mechanisms exist to exit binary option contracts before expiration 
on certain platforms, the reliability and fairness of these mechanisms are heavily 
dependent on the platform's regulatory status and operating model. The overarching 
high-risk nature of binary options, coupled with widespread fraud in the unregulated 
space, necessitates extreme diligence and caution from any prospective trader. 
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